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Abstract:
This study sheds light on the Palestinian city during the

Mamlouki era. It focuses on the architecture of the city, its
administration and economic and social life aspects at that time. It
aims at identifying the impact of Mamlouks on Palestinian city and

the Palestinians’ daily life activities.

The study is divided into five chapters. Chapter one gives a
historical overview of the Mamluks’ rule and their administration of
Palestine. Chapter two sheds light on architecture of the Palestinians
cities. It gives as examples streets, houses, neighborhoods, mosques,
zawaya, shrines and public bathrooms. While chapter three touches on
institutions of the state and official and popular administration of
cities chapter four discusses activities of civil society like handcrafts
and commercial activities. The last chapter discusses social life
aspects like customs and traditions, feats and celebrations and

entertainment methods.

Results:

Militarily and politically, the Mamluks achieved a victory over
the Maghoul in the Ein Jalout battle in 658 A. H. Palestine was
liberated from the Europeans as a result. Coupled with changes on the
regime and administration of Palestine, this victory counted as a
turning point in the history of the region. Three attorney offices were
established, one in Safad ( 664 Hijri/1262 AC) another in Gaza ( 711
Hijri/1311 AC) and a third in Jerusalem ( 796 Hijri/ 1393 AC). Every



Office was presided over by a senior commander and had its own

administration, institutions, military and financial resources.

The Mamlouks have had their impact on the demography,
topography and governance of Palestine. They encouraged
immigration of scientists, merchants and artisans from Islamic
countries to Palestine. They established religious and scientific centers
as well as charity and social organizations in the Palestinian cities.
Many of these centers and organizations are still existing in

Palestinian cities.

Mamlouks succeeded in administering Palestinian cities. In
their administration they depended on government and public
institutions. Such a policy ensured everybody’s contribution in
development of the city. Further, it prevented the emergence of new
regimes and strong opposition. It also decreased administrative and
security obligations of the Authority and helped the Mumlouks carry
out their policies easily especially in cases of emergency and crises.
To this end they founded additional security institutions with the help

of popular organizations.

The Mamlouks privileged some social sectors over others. This
policy led to unstable situation where robbery and chaos prevailed in
the society.

On the level of the judiciary, the Mamlouks made some

reforms. Every tribunal in the three areas mentioned above was



presided over by a grand mufti( judge). The Grand Mufti had to be
Shafi’i. Sultan Thaher Babers appointed four judges in every attorney
office. Sometimes four judges were appointed in every city. They
were from the four Islamic Mathaheb ( school of figh), Shafi’i,
Hanafi, Maliki and Hanbali.

Industry nourished in Palestinian cities during the Mamlouks
era. Most of the inhabitants practiced economic activities. This
contributed to the development of the Palestinian economy and
benefited people. Internal and external trade also flourished. Trade
relations were established with neighboring countries, Europe and
countries of Southeast Asia. Trade was strengthened with the
pavement of roads and establishment of Khanat (inns) in and outside

cities to serve trade caravans and travelers.

Yet, Mamlouks imposed high tax rates on fellahs (peasants)
agricultural products. They also controlled all financial resources and
obliged fellahs to sell them their products for low price. As such,
chaos and robbery prevailed and finally the State declined.

Different customs and traditions and feasts and entertainment
methods were common in the Mamlouki era. Such traditions and
entertainment methods were inherited from their ancestors. Diversity
in traditions and customs could be ascribed to the many religions that

existed in Palestinian cities during that time.
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